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




 




  



















































 


 



 

 


 


 

 
 
 

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




 
 
 
 










 
 
 





• 



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


• 
• 


• 








  


 








 






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 




 






 



 

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





















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Existing High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) for Crow Wing County Managed Tax-Forfeit Lands 
Crow Wing County Land Services Department 
Table 1.  Summary of EXISTING HCVF Areas (all areas have a Conservation Area Management Plan in place). 

Map 
Location 

Descriptive Name 
of HCVF Area 

Legal Description 
of Location* 

Description of 
High 
Conservation 
Value 

Sources of 
Information Used 
to Identify HCVF 

  Size 
(acres) 

Management 
and/or  
Monitoring 
Considerations  

Land Services 
Department 
recommendation 

E1 Big Island Sec. 17 
T.137-R.28 

Old Forest; 
Northern 
Hardwood Forest 

Individuals’ 
concerns/desires. 
MCBS-outstanding 

53 ac Maintain 
ecosystem of 
northern 
hardwood forest.   

Previously 
identified and 
approved by the 
CWC County 
Board as future old 
growth site and 
recommended by 
Public Land 
Management staff 
as HCVF. 

E2 Norway Pine 
Future Old Growth 

Sec. 9, 
T.138-R.28 

Future old forest 
red pine (114 years 
old in 2010). 

Field visit. 
MCBS - moderate 

13 ac Maintain integrity 
of mature red 
pine stand. 

Previously 
identified and 
approved by the 
CWC County 
Board as future old 
growth site and 
recommended by 
Public Land 
Management staff 
as HCVF 

E3 Birchdale WMA- 
N. Hardwoods 
Future Old Growth  

Sec. 33, 
T.138-R.25 
Sec. 4, T.137-R.25 

Mature Northern 
Hardwood 

Forest Inventory, 
Field visit, 
MCBS - high 

52 ac Maintain integrity 
of future old-
growth hardwood 
stand. 

Previously 
identified and 
approved by the 
CWC County 
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Board as future old 
growth site and 
recommended by 
Public Land 
Management staff 
as HCVF 

E4 Ross Lake- 
N. Hardwoods 
Future Old Growth 

Sec. 11, 
T.137-R.25 

Mature Northern 
Hardwood 

Forest Inventory, 
Field visit, 
MCBS-high 

40 ac* Maintain integrity 
of future old-
growth  hardwood 
stand 

Previously 
identified and 
approved by the 
CWC County 
Board as future old 
growth site and 
recommended by 
Public Land 
Management staff 
as HCVF 

E5 Red-Shouldered 
Hawk Habitat Area 

Sec. 22-27,  
        34-35, 
T. 43-R.28 

Red-Shouldered 
Hawk Habit 

MCBS-outstanding 2650 
 ac** 

Maintain habitat 
areas for red-
shouldered hawk. 

Recommend for 
HCVF by Public 
Land Management 
staff for its 
outstanding rating 
from the Minnesota 
County Biological 
Survey. 
 

* Possible expansion of HCVF into adjacent forested wetlands (lowland conifer and lowland hardwoods) encompassing  
  300 additional acres of forested wetlands. 
** Possible expansion of HCVF into neighboring tax-forfeited areas (Garrison and Bay Lake Twps.) encompassing  
     4800 additional acres of forest habitat. 
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High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) Assessment for Crow Wing County Managed Tax-Forfeit Lands 
Crow Wing County Land Services Department 
Table 2.  Summary of HCVF Candidate Areas 

Map 
Location 

Descriptive Name of 
HCVF Area 

Legal Description 
of Location* 

Description of 
High 
Conservation 
Value 

Sources of 
Information Used 
to Identify HCVF 

  Size  
(acres) 

Management 
and/or  
Monitoring 
Considerations  

Land Services 
Department 
recommendation 

C1 Wolf Lake Ski Trail 
System 

Sec. 6, T.45-R.29 
Sec. 31,  
T.46-R.29 

Large 
diameter red 
and white pine 
trees. 

Individuals 
concerns/desires. 

64 ac Maintain large 
diameter red 
and white pine 
trees. 

This site does not 
meet tree age 
requirement for 
HCVF. Defer 
designation and 
continue to monitor 
as candidate HCVF 
during annual 
management review. 

C2 Maple Grove Twp - 
Upper So. Long Lake 

Sec. 4, 
T.44-R.29 

107 year old 
red and white 
pine stand. 
Watershed 
protection 

Individuals 
concerns/desires. 
MCBS - moderate 

37 ac Maintain 
integrity of 
stand consisting 
of mature red 
and white pine 
trees. 

This site does not meet 
tree age requirement for 
HCVF. Defer designation 
and continue to monitor 
as candidate HCVF 
during annual 
management review. 
 

C3 Bay Lake Twp 
-Round Lake  

Sec. 35, 
T.45-R.28 

Mature 
Northern 
Hardwood 

Adjacent DNR 
lands.  
MCBS - high 

84 ac Maintain 
integrity of 
stand consisting 
of large 
diameter 
hardwoods. 

Defer designation 
and continue 
monitoring during 
annual management 
review. No change in 
existing forest 
management 
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C4 City of Emily White 
Cedar Wetlands 

Sec. 14, 15, 23 
T.138-R.26 

Old white 
cedar trees 
within forested 
wetlands. 

Forest Inventory, 
MCBS-high 

198 ac Maintain 
integrity of   
stand(s) 
consisting of 
white cedar 
within forested 
wetlands. 

Defer designation and 
continue monitoring 
during annual 
management review. No 
change in existing forest 
management. 
 

C5 Sebie Lake 
Oak Mgmt. Area 

Sec. 26, 35, 36 
T. 43-R.32 

Social 
resource of 
oak forest 
(hunting, 
recreation). 

Forest Inventory, 
Social history of 
area 

590 ac Management of 
oak resource for 
social values. 

Remove as a 
candidate. Site does 
not meet HCVF 
definition, because 
there is no change in 
existing forest 
management. 

C6 Mississippi River 
Riparian Area 

Sec. 4, T.134-R.27 
Sec. 24, 27, 33 
T. 46-R.30 

Riparian and 
Archeological 
protection.  

Natural Heritage & 
Archeological 
databases 

189 ac Protect riparian 
and 
archeological 
features. 

Remove as a 
candidate. Site does 
not meet HCVF 
definition. The 
protection of riparian 
and archeological 
features are covered 
by existing policies 
and procedures for 
riparian and 
archeological sites 

* Some location details may be omitted to protect confidential or at risk information. 
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










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Background 
 
In 2008, Crow Wing County achieved third-party forest management certification for the 
103,000 acres managed by the Land Services Department.  A requirement of Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certification is the completion of a High Conservation Value 
Forest (HCVF) process.   In October 2009, Crow Wing County initiated a project to 
complete an HCVF assessment in conformance with the FSC standard. 
 
Public Consultation Process 
 
Public meetings providing information about the HCVF process and lands managed by 
Crow Wing County were held on March 23rd and April 21st, 2010.  The draft results of 
the HCVF assessment were prepared and made publicly available on July 26, 2010 with a 
60-day public comment period announced through a news release and with information 
distributed to the project contact list and interested parties.  The draft document was 
available online and upon request.  An article about the public comment period was 
published in the local paper on July 28, 2010.2 The comment period remained open 
through October 1, 2010.    
 
Summary of Results 
 
A total of five comment letters were received.  The complete comment letters are 
included in Appendix A.  The following section provides a summary of the comments 
received and a response to each comment. 
 
Summary of Comments and Response to Comments 
 
Comment Response 

Current work on a book of the Native 
American peoples in the Riverton, Mississippi 
River area of Crow Wing County will provide 
the factual basis to request an archeological 
survey of the area.  

As new information becomes available 
the designation of HCVF areas can be 
reviewed and updated as appropriate.  
 

Crow Wing County-owned land should be 
limited to conservative forest management 
practices and recreation that does not threaten 
future harvests, wildlife, vegetation and 
wetlands.  In the past, the county has done a 
very good job in forest harvest management, 
and should continue this practice, thereby 
preserving and protecting our resources. 

Comment acknowledged.  The HCVF 
assessment process aids in the 
identification and appropriate 
management of sites with unique 
conservation values, including specific 
forest types and habitats as defined 
within the HCVF standard.  

Recreation and hunting pursuits should be 
continued, so long as they do not affect the 

Comment acknowledged.  The HCVF 
standard requires that management 


28 July 2010, Brainerd Dispatch, 
http://www.brainerddispatch.com/stories/072810/new_20100728038.shtml 



  

long-term success of wildlife, vegetation and 
wetlands and the displacement of users who 
prefer quiet recreational pursuits. 

activities in HCVF designated areas be 
designed to maintain or enhance the 
identified categories of high 
conservation value. 
 

There is a need for all types of recreation.  
Quieter pursuits should not be given any less 
consideration than motorized recreation. With 
thoughtful consideration, careful planning and 
ongoing evaluation, all types of recreation can 
be accommodated. 

Comment acknowledged.  Areas of the 
Wolf Lake Ski Trail System has been 
identified as a candidate HCVF area due 
to the presence of large red and white 
pines (HCVF Old Forest Category).  

Any forestry plan should establish a threshold 
percentage of forest that should never be 
harvested. 

Crow Wing County has identified 821 
acres of forestland reserved from 
harvest and beyond the scope of HCVF. 
Designated HCVF areas do not 
necessarily represent no harvest areas.  
Harvesting and other management 
activities in HCVF areas must be 
designed to protect or enhance the 
identified conservation values. 

The current plan considers only rare, 
threatened or endangered species or habitats 
for protection and fails to prevent other 
species from becoming endangered in the 
future. 

The scope of the assessment is defined 
within the HCVF standard. Other 
wildlife management considerations are 
addressed within the general forest 
management plans and other documents 
that are prepared by the county (i.e., 
Project Plans) and go beyond the scope 
of the HCVF standard. 

In townships with nearly 50% lake cover, 
every bit of land is needed to maintain wildlife 
corridors and there is unchecked development. 

Comment acknowledged. 

A 30-acre parcel of tax forfeit land is being 
harvested adjacent to the Uppgaard Wildlife 
Management Area and includes 100+ year old 
red pines. 

The Project Plan for this proposed 
harvest calls for all oak and red pine to 
be reserved from harvest.  

It is arrogant for human beings to believe that 
any artificial, man-made forest could be truly 
better than an authentic, original forest.  

Comment acknowledged. 

Crow Wing County is failing at its charge to 
protect the county forest asset and should not 
be given certification by the FSC.   

Determining award or renewal of 
certification is the responsibility of the 
certification body’s auditing team and is 
not within the scope of this assessment.   

Widespread ATV damage throughout the 
forest is resulting in damage. 

Comment acknowledged.  The HCVF 
standard requires that activities in 
HCVF designated areas be designed to 
maintain or enhance the identified 
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categories of high conservation value in 
those areas. 

It is inconceivable that only 4,000 acres fit the 
HCVF criteria (less than 4%). 

Comment acknowledged. Crow Wing 
County has identified 821 acres of 
forestland reserved from harvest and 
beyond the scope of HCVF. 


I believe that the HCVF criteria are too 
narrow and need to include a longer-range 
perspective.  They should protect and preserve 
the large contiguous forests and consider the 
impacts of motorized noise on wildlife and the 
spread of terrestrial invasive plant species. 

The HCVF criteria have been defined by 
the FSC and further articulated by the 
multi-disciplinary Lake-States Central 
Hardwoods Working Group. 

The FSC should consider the issues of scale 
and population growth and the political 
climate of the county. 

This is interpreted as direction to FSC. 

The public needs to be vigilant to ensure that 
our public lands are maintained and enhanced 
by a vision toward conservation. 

Comment acknowledged. 

The plan talks about contiguous forest of 500 
plus acres that have rare, threatened or 
endangered species.  Why does the plan focus 
on much smaller parcels? 

Each category of HCVF was assessed 
for occurrence within the county 
managed lands. An area of Red-
Shouldered Hawk Habitat was identified 
as fitting within Category 1 HCVF with 
additional relevance to Category 2. 
More than 2,600 acres of habitat area 
were identified. 

Seven of the 11 HCVFs are 40 to 80 acre or 
smaller and not big enough to be considered 
as forests. 

The HCVF standard does not define a 
minimum size. 

Five of the seven are in the northern tier and 
this is a token to maintain or enhance the 
conservation values. 

HCVF designation is not the only tool 
for informing management activities. 
HCVF is a specific designation that 
functions within the full scope of the 
county’s management planning and 
activities.   

The entire large contiguous public lands in the 
northern tier townships should be considered 
as a high conservation value conservation area 
because of its large contiguous size, the 
diversity of vegetation and numerous 
wetlands. We know very little about this area 
when it comes to rare, threatened and 
endangered species. When considered with the 
adjoining land in Cass County, this 50,000-
acre area is ripe for the immigration of rare, 

Comment acknowledged.  The HCVF 
designations can be updated as needed 
based upon the availability of new 
information that identifies an area as 
meeting a specific HCVF category. 
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threatened or endangered species.  This area is 
a refuge from the human impacts that occur in 
the counties. 
The DNR restricts the deer harvest in the 
northern tier to bucks only and allocates only 
3,500 antlerless permits. CWC should close 
this area to motorized recreation and apply the 
DNR’s statewide standards for ATV use 
during hunting season. 

Comment acknowledged. 

It appears that the Open Space vision has been 
changed for the High Conservation Value 
Forest concept. 

HCVF is a requirement of FSC 
certification and became a requirement 
for the county in 2008.  

We need the big woods for wildlife, non-
motorized recreation and to preserve 
something for future generations. 

Comment acknowledged. 
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Appendix A: Public Comments and Letters 
 
 
Letter #1 
 
October 1 2010 
 
HCVF Comments 
c/o Dovetail Partners 
Attn:  Katie Fernholtz 
528 Hennepin Ave, Suite 202 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
 
RE: Historic and Cultural Considerations in the Crow Wing State Forest and tax forfeited 
properties held in the public trust by Crow Wing County in the areas locally known as the 
Cuyuna Range. 
 
Dear Ms. Fernholtz: 
 
It has been brought to my attention that a FSC certification standard is being applied to 
forests located in Crow Wing County, to determine high conservation value forest areas 
which will serve to inform the comprehensive trails plan. 
 
My education and professional background (see attached) have enabled me to become an 
expert of Native American presence in the above referenced properties.  I believe that I 
can provide substantial information delineating the forests of the Cuyuna Range as an 
integral part of the cultural and historic record of the people indigenous to this area of 
Minnesota. 
 
I have been commissioned to write and am currently working on a book of the Native 
American peoples in the Riverton, Mississippi River area of Crow Wing County and an 
extant portage trail that connected several lakes of the Cuyuna Range.  This work will 
provide the factual basis to request an archeological survey of the area culminating in 
application for National Register of Historic Places designation. 
 
I believe the substance of my work will be introduced at an upcoming Crow Wing 
County Comprehensive Recreation Plan meeting regarding “water trails”.  I did want to 
take advantage of this opportunity to introduce myself and to make your organization 
aware of the work in progress which will have consequences for decisions made for the 
forest areas of Crow Wing County. 
 
Thank you for the thought and care given to our forest areas. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paula Robinson 
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Letter #2 
 
Subject: Crow Wing County 
Date: Monday, October 4, 2010  3:14AM 
 
 
(This should have reached you on Oct. 1; but respectfully hope that the negligible delay 
will not affect its submittal.) 
 
To: Dovetail Partners 
528 Hennepin Ave, Ste. 202, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
 
Subject: Public Comment – Crow Wing County HCVF Assessment 
 
General Concerns: 
 
The very minimal amount of HCV Attributes in Crow Wing County lands:  Using 
the minimal amount of “HCV Attributes” as a justification to continue a full-scale 
harvesting of our forests is incredibly backwards.  The reason we have such as small 
amount of HCV Attribute land is because of the past forestry/agricultural practices that 
have decimated native forest.  With less than 5% of the original forests left in the state, 
ANY FORESTRY PLAN SHOULD ESTABLISH A THRESHOLD PERCENTAGE OF 
FOREST THAT SHOULD NEVER BY HARVESTS; i.e., A QUANTITY & QUALITY 
OF FOREST THAT IS ALWAYS PRESERVED.  IF THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
FOREST TO MEET THE THRESHOLD, THEN PERMANENT FOREST 
RESTORATION MUST BE ESTABLISHED BEFORE THE REMAINDER CAN BE 
CONSIDERED FOR “SUSTAINABLE” FOREST AGRICULTURE.  Anything else is 
just a prurient exploitation of land for money. 
 
The serious deficiency of concern for wildlife management.  The terms “biodiversity” 
and “ecosystems” are the cornerstone of proper natural resource management, and they 
are meaningfully utilized only when ALL flora and fauna are an integral part of any 
management process.  The current plan considers only rare, threatened or endangered 
species or habitats for protection; this ultimately means you are failing to employ enough 
foresight to prevent other species from becoming endangered in the future.  All over the 
state, wildlife counts are declining; continually ruining the wildlife habitat by putting the 
majority of remaining forests into full forest harvest rotation is just digging a biodiversity 
grave. 
 
Problematic example of forest management practices: The geographical township I 
live in (Ideal Townships, 36 sq. miles), is under nearly 50% lake cover.  Every bit of land 
is needed to maintain wildlife corridors/habitat not only because of the large amount of 
water, but because the County continues to allow unchecked development in the area. 
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Currently, a 30-acre parcel of Tax Forfeit Land (TFL) is being considered for timber 
harvest, with nearly a full clear cut of the land.  This parcel not only has lakeshore, a 
marsh, 25-ft elevation changes, 100+year old red pines, and supports a plethora of 
wildlife, it shares a border with the Uppgaard Wildlife Management Area.  This 
particular WMA is the first “Landscaping for Wildlife Demonstration Area” in the state.  
It exists as a tool to demonstrate and educate the public on the restoration and value of 
wildlife habitat.  The County’s attempt to turn the adjacent TFL acreage into an 
agricultural crop, in perpetuity, is not only in great disrespect and hypocrisy to the 
principles for which the WMA stands, but shows a plain reckless and blind understanding 
of natural resource management. 
 
To pretend that “sustainable forestry” is going to “protect and enhance these natural 
resources” in all but a few instances is folly.  It is actually very arrogant for human beings 
to believe that any artificial, man-made forest could be truly better than an authentic, 
original forest (unless of course your primary goal is money).   Eventually, after continual 
rotation, the soil will be severly depleted and the natural, symbiotic wildlife habitat 
destroyed. 
 
Mother Nature has been building and rebuilding outstanding forests for the last 10,000 
years since the glaciers departed, continually replenishing the soil through natural 
succession and sustaining balanced ecosystems.  Your current forestry plan is very short-
sided and deleterious to what small amount of Mother Nature’s forests we have left. 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie Foster 
PO Box 133 
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472 
 
 



  

Letter #3 
 






























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Letter #5 
 


 







 




 








 





 


 





 



 







  

 


 






        
 






 


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


























 













    
Issues/Impacts ATVers Hikers  Bikers   Hunters 

    



   

    



  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



   

    
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Summary: It appears that ATVers have the highest impacts on our public lands, with 
hikers creating the lowest impact, while mountain bikers and hunters share the low to 
moderate range.  
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