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As of October 2009, construction for 
Phase I of the 70-Mile Trail Project is 
near completion. Currently, a grand 
opening for Phase I is planned for 
Spring/Summer of 2010, at which time 
approximately 47 miles of the 70-Mile 
Trail Project will be completed and 
ready for use. Maps and trail signs will 
be developed this winter. 
 
The Phase I routes of the 70-Mile Trail 
Project include the Solana Forest Loop, 
the North & South Lawler Loops, the 
Moose River connector and the Pengilly 
to Warba connector.  
 
As construction continues riders are 
reminded to stay away from construction 
areas and to not use the trails until they 
are finished and open to the public. !  

 

 

Phase I Maps Available 

 
Planning maps of the Phase I routes are 

available by request (612-333-0430; 

info@dovetailinc.org) and at the project 

website: www.70miletrail.net.  

 

The Lawler Loop map is reproduced on 

page 3 and can also be downloaded 

from the project website or requested 

from the project coordinator (612-333-
0430, info@dovetailinc.org). ! 

Phase I Trail Construction Nears Completion 
  

 

HELP SPREAD THE WORD 

Do you have a place to post information 
such as a community bulletin board?  
 
Help us share information with the public 
about the 70-Mile Trail Project by 
posting this progress report in a place 
for all to see. 
 
You can get additional information by 
visiting the project website: 
www.70miletrail.net 

 

70-Mile Trail Project geoblock installation 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAQs Spotlight: “What types of motorized vehicles will be able to use the trails, and how do 

I know where I can legally ride?” 

 

70-Mile Trail  

Lawler Loops Trail Update 
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The area that the North and South Lawler Loop 
trails are located in contains wetlands, so it was 
important to minimize wetland crossings during 
trail construction. Since the 70-Mile Trail Project 
aims to be environmentally responsible, 
environmentally friendly materials were used in the 
construction of both the trails and crossings. 
 
Non-arsenic treated lumber as well as SFI-certified 
materials and wood from local FSC-certified 
forests were chosen as the best-suited materials 
for the job. Geoblock was chosen as a material 
suitable for building crossings because it allowed 
construction to occur without the use of fill and 
without severely altering the wetland hydrology.  
  

According to Aitkin County Land Commissioner, 

Mark Jacobs, “Geoblock has been installed in 

some stretches of the trail and allows vegetation to 

re-grow while minimizing impacts to the hydrology 

and soils.” 

In September, a Lawler Loops trail tour was given 

and included the participation of DNR personnel, 

Aitkin County officials and Senator Tom Saxhaug. 

The tour was an opportunity for the project 

partners to check on construction progress. 

Ron Potter from the DNR said, “The trail has been 

kept as narrow as possible, turns are common and 

often very tight, which enhances the forest trail 

experience, and follow the lay of the land. These 

design features are consistent with sustainable 

trail design.” 

 

  

  

The 70-Mile Trail Project is designed to accommodate ATV and “dirt bike” use (Off-Highway Motorcycles – OHMs). 
Other Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs), including jeeps and 4x4 trucks will not be allowed on the trails.  
 
New signs have been placed along existing trails in Aitkin County that state if and when riders may use them. A 
green sign with an ATV rider means riders may use the trail for the time periods listed on the sign.  A red sign with a 
slash through the ATV rider means the trail is closed to motorized vehicle use.  

 
A list of additional FAQs as well as articles on Managing ATV Use can be found at the project website: 
www.70miletrail.net! 

 

 

Lawler Loops Trail Tour – Sept.22, ‘09 
Pictured above (left to right): 
Mark Jacobs – Aitkin Co. Land Commissioner, Senator Tom Saxhaug, 
Forrest Boe – DNR Parks & Trails (St. Paul), Bob Moore – DNR Parks & 
Trails (Grand Rapids), Ron Potter – DNR Parks & Trails (St. Paul), Larry 
Kramka – DNR Asst. Commissioner, Photo taken by Joe Majerus, Aitkin 
County Land Department. 
 

Following the tour, Senator Saxhaug stated, “The tour gave 

us a unique look at a new and old combination trail with the 

best of environmental wetland trail treatments I have ever 

seen.“ 

It may have been easier and less expensive in Phase I of the 

project to fill wetlands and buy wetland credits, however the 

committee chose to use geoblock wherever possible to 

minimize environmental impacts. The geoblock company that 

supplied the project has established a local distribution center 

in Chanhassen, MN.  

A video presentation with an update on the Lawler Loops 

construction process can be found on the project website: 

www.70miletrail.net !!
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South Lawler Loop 

North Lawler Loop 

Co. 13 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase II Trail Updates 
Project Coordinator 

 

Dovetail Partners 

528 Hennepin Ave, 
Suite 202 

Minneapolis, MN 
55403 

 
PHONE: 

612-333-0430 
 

FAX: 
612-333-0432 

 
E-MAIL: 

info@dovetailinc.org 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.70MileTrail.net 

DOVETAIL PARTNERS 
528 Hennepin Ave, Suite 202 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

  

  

  

 
 

Help Spread the Word – Page 1 

To move forward with Phase II, the 
committee needs trail route alignments, 
complete wetland delineations, and a 
completed EAW process. The 
construction experiences with Phase I 
have provided additional information for 
Phase II, including information to help 
with estimating costs.  
 
A survey was conducted during June and 
July and sent to property owners who live 
along proposed Phase II route 
alignments in Itasca County. The results 
show that one route (route A) is slightly 
preferred over the other option (route B). 
Overall, 71% of the respondents support 
at least one of the routes while 29% 
support neither route. The majority of 
respondents indicated that the potential 
impacts of the routes would not be 
negative and/or the level of impact would 
be acceptable.  
 
The full report of the survey questions 
and results can be found online at the 
project website: www.70miletrail.net ! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Signs posted in Aitkin County 
indicate where and when ATV 
users can legally ride. 
 
 


